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Academic Connections



Student Engagement Beyond the Classroom:
A Unique Perspective on the 

First Year Experience



Greenville Technical College
Greenville, South Carolina 

▪ Est. in 1962            

▪ 11,600 students 

▪ 130+ programs

▪ 5 campuses 
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Fall 2017 Student Success Courses

 COL 105 - Freshman Seminar – 39 sections   
 COL 103 - College Skills – 20 sections 
 COL 205- Leadership Seminar – 6 sections 
 COL 111- E-Learning – 1 section 
 COL 107 – Computer Literacy- 1 section 

Total Fall 2017 COL Sections: 67 sections 
Approximately 1,650 students
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FYE Mission
To assist first time, first 

semester students in making a 
successful transition into 

Greenville Technical College 

Target Population  
All first time, first semester students



GTC FYE BRAND



FALL 2017 FYE Student Engagement

Get the Scoop 
Welcome Tents
Goosechase Virtual
Scavenger Hunt
Sundae Fundae Ice
Cream Mixer
Academic Mindfulness
Lunch & Learn
Hey Day/Fall Bash  
Books, Brains, Breakfast
Library Drop In
9/11 Day of Service

Service Above Self Lunch &
Learn
Right Start to Flex Start 
Bounce Back Lunch & Learn
Bring Your Own Ball (BYOB) 
Meal Planning on a Budget 
Learn Before You Earn –
Financial Literacy
Academic Majors Fair –
Information Sessions 
Paying for College Lunch &
Learn



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z8Mwz-E_SY


Fall 2017 Total Participants 
3,118



PEER LEADERS  



Fall 2014-2016 Aggregate Data 
Comparison: College Skills (COL 103) with Peer Leader vs. 

College Skills (COL 103) without Peer Leader 

COL 103 
with
Peer

Leader

337 62.6%* 19.3%* 92.3% 2.31

COL 103 
without

Peer 
Leader

1649 56.5% 25.2% 87.3% 2.28



Fall 2014-2016 Aggregate Data 
Comparison: Freshman Seminar (COL 105) with Peer Leader vs. 

Freshman Seminar (COL 105) without Peer Leader 

Course Enrolled Success
Rate

Withdrawal
Rate

Persistence Avg Cum GPA

COL 105 
with 
Peer 

Leader

241 78.8%* 7.5%* 88.8% 2.19

COL 105 
without

Peer 
Leader

1286 69.1% 13.9% 90.5% 2.26



Opened April 2016
 Private Donor
 Financial Literacy Grant - ATD & One Main Financial
 AmeriCorps & AmeriCorps VISTA 

Impact – Fall 2016
 45 class presentations -> 974 students
 15 workshops -> 106 students

Financial Education Center 



Campus Civic Engagement 



Find Your E … Through Service



Service Learning Growth 



Building a FYE Program

Culture Change

Intentionality

Student Buy-In

Visibility

FYE CAS Standards

Put in the work



Best FYE 
Practices



Tomeika Bennett
Tomeika.Bennett@gvltec.edu

(864) 250-8825

Amber Morgan 
Amber.Morgan@gvltec.edu

(864) 250-8267



Upcoming TLT Sessions

November 28, 2017 – Technology and Student Success 

Want to showcase your expertise? Is there a teaching technique that has been 
effective in the classroom? Apply to be a TLT presenter!
For more information: www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt

http://www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt


Give us your feedback

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Oct2017TLT

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Oct2017TLT
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